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weight of indignity and baseness which the floods of
noble blood shed in the Crusades will never wash
away.

In Egypt, when the wind blows from the quarter
of law-suits, that IDiamsin of the Viceroys, the storm
carries all before it. Nothing protects the treasury
from it, whose coffers seem like fragile card-houses.
For ten justifiable suits, there are forty which are
lame and fifty dishonest. They are brought on upon
all and every occasion. They are the subject of
dreams, and are planned beforehand, whilst soliciting
the Viceroy for concessions, whose terms, framed
with cunning ambiguity, place the Government at a
later date under the alternative of buying back, at
the cost of millions, the unlucky favour, or of con-
fiding the claims arising out of it to the honour of
arbitrators, who have much talent but not always
enough of conscience; who sometimes take with
both hands, and infallibly condemn the richest of
the pleaders. There have been exceptions to this
rule, but they have been very rare. Said Pasha has
left behind him a few thorns of this kind, the extrac-
tion of which will be no easy matter, especially if
the established system continues to be the same.
The treasury has only to take good care of itself, the
guests are numerous, and their appetites sharpened.